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“The lack of action on climate change not only risks putting prosperity out of reach of millions of people in the 

developing world, it threatens to roll back decades of sustainable development.” (“Turn Down the Heat”, 

World Bank Report, 2012). 
 

A Note from the AIARD President… 
 

Dear AIARD Members: 

      As we settle into a new year it is an opportune time to reflect on the many challenges facing us as we expend our 

efforts to impact agriculture and rural development around the world. Funding is uncertain as we are now firmly in 

sequestration, the economic situation around the world is tenuous, and, as us aggies know all too well, there are more 

variable and extreme weather events. While these challenges are daunting, we need to redouble our efforts to innovate, 

adapt, and implement strong and inclusive agriculture and rural development solutions. Our work has never been more 

important!  

      I am pleased to announce that our 49
th
 annual conference will be addressing one of the most significant challenges 

facing agriculture and rural development: climate change. The conference theme this year, which will be held June 2-4 in 

Washington, DC, will be “Feeding the Future in a Changing Climate”. This theme is timely as donors, researchers, and 

practitioners struggle to understand the extent of the issue and how the potentially devastating impacts can be mitigated.  

      In this newsletter you will find some interesting articles that foreshadow the upcoming annual conference. More 

information about this year’s AIARD annual conference—including details about the conference theme and how to 

register—can be found in this newsletter and on our website (aiard.org).  We really hope you will attend the annual 

conference! 

      I am also pleased to announce that we will receive funding from USAID for the Future Leaders Forum. The Forum 

will also be supported by many of our members and organizational donors. This is great news as the Future Leaders 

contribute and benefit a great deal from the annual conference; and their involvement in AIARD activities has increased 

to include participation in preparing the newsletter and providing their perspective on the monthly executive committee 

conference calls. 

      Beyond preparing for the annual conference, our ongoing work continues through efforts of the AIARD committees 

that help us build our membership, present awards to deserving colleagues, carry out education and advocacy, and 

communicate AIARD’s good work to the world. If you have an interest in helping on these efforts, we would welcome 

you participation! 

      I hope you’ll enjoy reading through this Newsletter and that you’ll share it with other potential AIARD members, use 

it as an excuse to network with current members and, most importantly, find it informative and useful in your work. 

Thanks,  

Chuck Chopak 

AIARD President, 2012-2013 

 

Association for International Agriculture & Rural Development 

AIARD Newsletter 
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Some Important Dates 
 
 

Annual Conference Registration 
 Conference registration by May 20, 2013 
 Book your room by May 8, 2013 

For more details see Page 21 
 

Application for Future Leaders Forum 
 Application deadline is April 28, 2013 
 Successful applicants will be notified by May 10, 2013 

For more details see Page 22 
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AIARD 2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

“FEEDING THE FUTURE IN A CHANGING CLIMATE”  

JUNE 2-4, 2013, WASHINGTON, DC. 

 

The overwhelming consensus in the international scientific community is that climate change is real, it is 

happening now, and it will get considerably worse in the coming decades.  Human activities have contributed 

significantly to this phenomenon and it is people that now must demonstrate the political will, ingenuity, and 

cooperation needed to deal with this pending crisis.  Agriculture, rural development, and food security for 

millions will be impacted by global changes affecting a broad range of natural resources that our food systems 

rely upon.  Experts predict that vulnerable populations in developing countries, those already struggling to 

become food secure, will be the ones most adversely affected by these environmental changes.   

At this year’s 49
th

 Annual Conference, AIARD will explore the latest scientific evidence surrounding 

climate change and its potential impact on agricultural systems, learn about innovative approaches to mitigate 

and adapt to these changes, and discuss what our role should be in educating the public and influencing 

policymakers.  In order to address the interrelated complexities of climate change and food security, we’re 

inviting leading experts representing a multitude of perspectives and organizations to address this issue.  We 

hope you’ll decide to join this important discussion when we meet in Washington, DC, June 2-4, 2013.  

 

Part 1 – The Situation:  Climate Change and the Implications for Global Food Security 

      In the opening session of the conference we will take a broad look at climate change projections and the 

future of food security with a global population headed towards 9 billion. This will include topics such as:  

 Changing precipitation patterns and availability of water; 

 Impacts on crops and livestock; 

 Prevalence of agricultural pests and diseases; 

 Sustainable forest management; 

 Increasing frequency and intensity of natural disasters;  

 The correlation between poverty and resilience; 

 Balancing needs for food, feed, and fuel; and 

 The disproportionate effects that climate change will have on the most vulnerable populations in food 

insecure areas of the world.   

 

Part 2 – Addressing the Problem:  Successful Case Studies from Around the World 

      Dire predictions related to our changing environment can lead to inaction, based on an overwhelming sense 

of helplessness. But there is reason for hope. Innovative approaches to mitigate climate change and build 

resilience to its inevitable impacts are already taking place around the world.  In the second part of the 

conference, we will learn about some of these successful approaches and discuss how partnerships have been 

formed to develop coordinated solutions for this complex problem.  Subjects for discussion will include: 

 Making the most of new technologies; 

 Effective international partnerships;  
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 Increasing production while protecting our natural resources; and  

 Farmer-driven innovations from Africa, Asia, and Latin America. 

 

Part 3 – A Call to Action: Addressing the Climate Change Challenge 

      The final part of the conference will look ahead to what we, as development practitioners and engaged 

global citizens, can do to educate the public and influence policymakers concerning climate change and its 

impact on food security.   

 How do we frame the situation to change public perceptions when too often the scientific facts are not 

enough?   

 What is the role for NGOs, universities, government, the private sector, and faith-based organizations?   

 How can we most effectively influence policymakers so they will take the bold steps required to deal 

with such a complex problem as climate change?   

 How does AIARD lend its voice to an urgent call for action?  As an organization committed to 

advancing international agricultural and rural development, representing a breadth of leading institutions 

and a reliance on research-based knowledge, we are in a strong position to make a difference.   

Please join us in June to help figure out the way forward.   Our future, and that of generations to come, depends 

on what we do now.   

 

 

SPECIAL FOCUS ON CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

Potential impacts of Climate Change on Food Security in the Lower Mekong Basin 

By Paul Hartman, Del McCluskey, Christy Owens  

DAI 

 

      This paper discusses some of the early results from a year-long climate change vulnerability and risk study 

in the lower Mekong Basin.  This Study was conducted by international and national scientists under the 

USAID-funded, DAI-managed Mekong Adaptation and Resilience to Climate Change (Mekong ARCC) project 

– a five-year effort that focuses on identifying the environmental, economic and social effects of climate change 

in the Lower Mekong Basin, and assisting highly exposed and vulnerable 

rural populations to strengthen their resilience to the shifting climate 

norms.   

      Background.  The lower Mekong Basin (LMB) includes part or all of 

four countries – Lao PDR, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Thailand. The basin 

covers approximately 608,400 square kilometers, is home to more than 60 

million people of whom approximately 75% earn their livings from 

agriculture and fisheries.  Besides being the world’s rice bowl, the LMB 

also has the world’s largest inland fishery producing up to 2.6 million tones 

of wild fish and other aquatic resources each year—worth at least US$2 

billion annually. 

Figure 1 - Map of Hot Spot Provinces 
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      Study Methodology.  The Mekong ARCC program undertook this two-step study to estimate how climate 

change may impact national and local economies and ecosystems in the LMB.  

      The first step focused on identifying those areas that are projected to experience the greatest changes in 

temperature and rainfall as a result of climate change and to map these provinces against the principle 

ecosystems found in the lower Mekong Basin. The climate projections were developed by the International 

Center for Environmental Mgt (ICEM) based in Hanoi, used the A1B emission scenario, and averaged results 

from six GCM’s that most accurately replicate historical temperature and rainfall data for the period 1980 – 

2005 to create the 2030 and 2050 projections.  The ICEM team analyzed a number of different variables in their 

analysis to see directionality of the changing climate in the LMB. Through this process, the Mekong ARCC 

team identified nine provinces as shown in Figure 1 that are projected to experience some of the greatest 

changes in temperature and rainfall patterns.   

      The second step was to draw upon international and 

regional experts in agronomy, horticulture, livestock, fisheries, 

and environment science to study the results of the climate 

projections in each province and assess how these changes 

would potentially impact specific crops, livestock, fisheries, 

and natural ecosystem products that local communities depend 

upon for livelihoods.  In deriving these more detailed impact 

projections, the team applied the concept of an ecosystem 

comfort zone.  This is the range of precipitation or temperature 

around the mean that was experienced during 50% of the time 

over the baseline period (1980 – 2005). The team of scientists 

then projected how these comfort zones would shift by 2050.  

Figure 2 shows results for Mondul Kiri Province in Cambodia.  

These temperature and rainfall regimes, combined with soil 

conditions are what determine whether an environment is 

favorable/productive for certain crops, livestock and fisheries. 

As the whisker graph illustrates, projected higher daily average 

temperatures during Mondul Kiri’s dry and wet 

seasons push the ecosystem beyond its traditional 

comfort zones, which will impact the health and 

productivity of local agricultural systems.  

Applying this information, the scientists looked at 

how these changes would impact crops, livestock, 

fisheries, and natural systems in each “hot spot 

province”.  For crops, the teams adapted the Land 

Suitability Evaluation Tool (LUSET)] developed by 

IRRI and combined this with ICEM’s Integrated 

Water Resources Management model to estimate 

how future changes in climate (temperature, 
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rainfall, and water availability) along with topographical characteristics (soil type and slope) will impact 

growing conditions for important crops in each province.  Figure 3 below shows how shifts in rainfall patterns 

will alter the suitability for selected crops in Mondul Kiri province of Cambodia. 

Turning Science into Action: How Climate Study Findings Can Inform Decisions.   Awareness of our 

changing climate has steadily grown over the past decade, but its impacts are viewed as intermittent and 

fleeting:  a big flood or the doubling of the price of rice at the market. Each time we cope and carry on. News 

reports and expert climate change studies suggest widespread threats to our health and socioeconomic 

wellbeing, but often fail to explain how to adapt to the nuances of a shifting climate. Armed with only a list of 

climate change threats and uncertainties, leaders– whether in communities, or in government or executive 

offices – base on-the-ground decisions on the past and present, as they always have, coping with change when 

it arrives. The Mekong ARCC program works to bridge this gap between climate science and local decision-

making.  

A clear finding of the Mekong ARCC Climate Study is that the Basin Will See More Extremes – Wetter 

Wet Seasons, Drier Dry Seasons, and Higher Temperatures. Some parts of the Basin could experience an 

average annual temperature increase of 4C to 6C. In places like the Eastern Plains of Cambodia, that means 

the maximum daily average temperature could rise from 38C to 42C, leading to increased heat and water stress 

on rice and rubber crops at the end of the dry season. The same trend – wetter and hotter – means shifting 

suitability for crops, making northern Lao PDR better for growing rubber, cassava and robusta coffee, for 

example.   

But how can decision makers translate this scientific finding into practical adaptation actions? Decision 

makers must understand the subtleties of how wetter wet seasons or more days at higher temperatures will 

directly impact the fortunes of their community, business, or local government. Importantly, they must also be 

able to monitor and measure changes as they occur. Therefore, the Mekong ARCC project introduces the 

concepts of ‘comfort zones’ and ‘threshold markers’ to aid decision makers in analyzing their own distinct 

vulnerabilities and actively monitor the changes around them. This Study reveals four principle messages on 

how leaders can incorporate science into decision-making.  

1) Know Your Comfort Zones. All crops, livestock and natural species thrive in a comfort zone where 

temperature, rainfall, and soil conditions create a favorable growing environment. When these conditions 

change, the crops or animals struggle or fail.  A slightly warmer 2009 winter season in Chiang Rai – when 

Litchi trees flower – drastically impacted Litchi fruit productivity, with yields down 50%.  Living outside 

traditional comfort zones will not mean immediate collapse of a crop or natural system, but it does mean a 

decrease in its vibrancy and productivity. The Study shows how these comfort zones will shift, rendering 

unsuitable places once thought ideal for certain crops, like the Central Highlands of Vietnam for coffee, or 

Cambodia’s Mondul Kiri Province for rice. Projected shifts outside of these comfort zones mean variable 

impacts on different key crops and species, such as: 

 

The Impacts of Breaching Comfort Zones 

Rice 
More days above 35C during the October ripening stage in Mondul Kiri, Cambodia 

will reduce grains per plant   

Maize 
Wetter wet seasons impact soil moisture, resulting in a projected -12% decline in 

yield in Gia Lai, Vietnam 
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Litchi 
Trees require at least 100hrs below 15C in winter to flower; higher average 

temperatures impact production 

White Fish 
Prolonged dry season will limit stocks in all but the deepest refuge pools in 

Khammouan, Lao PDR 

Smallholder 

Pigs 

Increased number of days above 35C across the basin will reduce reproduction 

rates and immunity 

Siamese 

Crocodile 

Ambient temperature around eggs determine sex, thus higher temperatures could 

drive species extinction 

 

2) Monitor Your Threshold Markers. Natural systems and crops have tipping points after which they are more 

likely to fail. With increasing temperatures, rainfall and dry periods, identifying threshold markers for 

specific crops, livestock and fisheries as shown in the above table will indicate when a comfort zone has 

been breached and aid leaders in being proactive to minimize disasters. 

3) Incorporate Scenario Planning. The use and development of plausible stories of how the future might 

unfold is a powerful tool for decision makers. Historical weather trends do matter, but adding future 

projections on climatic comfort zones and threshold markers in scenario planning exercises can improve the 

robustness of decisions around farming systems, land use planning, supply chain management, and 

population migration, among other sectors that will be impacted by climate change. For example, 

considering a future condition where heat stress and severe rainfall events could impact or destroy fisheries 

and shrimp production in Vietnam can aid governments, businesses, and communities to develop effective 

responses and minimize the systemic impacts. 

4) Promote diversity of ecological and agricultural systems. Traditional farming approaches and natural 

systems serve as a buffer to a changing climate. Integrated farming systems – tree crops intermixed with 

vegetables and staples, or ducks and fish alongside rice cultivation increases farmer resilience and can help 

protect ecosystems. As the harmonies between human and natural systems fade away, so too does an 

important element of local resilience. 

 

Interconnected crop and species systems throughout the Lower Mekong Basin will be affected differently as 

will every business and community.  The layered subtleties of how climate change directly impacts people will 

be amplified by non-climate drivers of change -- dams, deforestation, land conversion for industrial 

monocultures, and population growth will continually rebalance the landscape and should not be disentangled 

from adaptation planning. The Mekong ARCC Climate Study demonstrates that Climate Change is more than 

an environmental issue. Developing a coordinated adaptation response to climate change in the LMB is indeed a 

formidable challenge, given the uncertainties and many moving pieces. This Study offers decision makers a 

framework to incorporate science in practical and innovative ways, building resilience into lives and livelihoods 

across the Basin.   
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ACDI/VOCA Begins Its 50
th

 Year by Highlighting Climate-Smart Agriculture Program 

By Anja Tranovich 

ACDI/VOCA 

 

To launch ACDI/VOCA’s 50
th

 year of expanding opportunities worldwide, members of the organization’s 

board of directors visited Jamaica to see ACDI/VOCA’s climate-smart agriculture program at work. 

As a small island nation, Jamaica is especially vulnerable to the effects of climate change; farmers are 

facing hotter days and less rain to cultivate their crops. ACDI/VOCA is helping them adapt to the changing 

climate by teaching simple, but effective climate-smart agriculture practices through farmer field schools, or 

learn-by-doing training sessions. Climate-smart agriculture addresses market opportunities with careful 

cultivation techniques and preservation of natural resources, so that farmers can sustain their livelihoods in the 

changing climate.  

Only 10 percent of Jamaica’s cultivated land is irrigated, making farmers dependent on the increasingly 

sporadic rain. Through the USAID-funded farmer field schools, farmers learn drip irrigation methods to use less 

water more efficiently. They also learn how to apply plastic mulch to reduce water demand alongside integrated 

pest management and crop diversification. These techniques make farmers more resilient in the face of rainfall 

and temperature changes, while helping them conserve 

resources and grow hardier crops.   

 

Farmers Graduate with New Skills 

      The ACDI/VOCA board members attended a farmer 

field school graduation ceremony of 65 cocoa farmers who 

completed the program’s course with new skills to improve 

their yield and take advantage of the resurgent market for 

Jamaica’s cocoa. 

Speaking on behalf of the graduates, cocoa farmer 

Victor Russell said he gained tremendously from the 

program. “We have been re-energized and lifted to a 

different level. We have learned how to better care for our 

crops and to increase the quality and quantity of cocoa,” he 

said. 

Russell charged his fellow graduates to “waste not this knowledge, but to use it wisely to better our lives, 

our families and our nation.” He called cocoa “brown gold” for its market potential. 

At the event, ACDI/VOCA Board Chair Mort Neufville referred to the members of the ACDI/VOCA board 

who were in the audience, saying that among them were U.S. farmers and ranchers who could relate to the 

challenges of Jamaica’s farmers.  

     Neufville said that the farmer field school model gives cocoa farmers “new competitive power.” He 

remarked on ACDI/VOCA’s history of work and told the graduates that the organization works globally to 

expand opportunities to participate in the global marketplace. 
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ACDI/VOCA Marks 50 Years of Work 

      The Jamaica program is one of 76 current ACDI/VOCA programs building local capacity and creating 

sustained economic growth. Since 1963, ACDI/VOCA has fostered broad-based economic growth, raised living 

standards and created vibrant communities in 145 countries worldwide.  

Fifty years ago, ACDI/VOCA was established by member-owned, market-oriented U.S. farmer 

cooperatives. While 2013 is a milestone for the organization, some things across the last 50 years have stayed 

just the same—ACDI/VOCA continues to work with farmers around the world to build local capacity and 

enable people to live better lives.  

 

 

Global Harvest Initiative Focuses on Climate Change and Agricultural Productivity 

By Margaret M. Zeigler, Ph.D. 

Executive Director, Global Harvest Initiative 

 

Extreme weather in 2012 demonstrated the impacts of climate disruption on global food systems. Farms 

across three continents saw decreased yields due to record drought and heat in the U.S. and Europe, and below 

average rainfall during India’s monsoons. Serious climatic challenges are just one factor affecting global food 

security. Growing global populations and rising incomes in developing and transition countries are reshaping 

global food demand.   

The Global Harvest Initiative (GHI) works to highlight how advances in productivity can meet the demands 

of a growing world and conserve natural resources.  In our 2012 GAP Report® (Global Agricultural 

Productivity Report), we highlighted how higher incomes, urbanization and entrance into an expanding middle 

class affect how much and what people eat. Agriculture now accounts for roughly 70 percent of global water 

use. Without a significant boost in water-use efficiency, agricultural water demand would grow by 45 percent 

by 2030 as increasingly affluent consumers demand higher value food, especially meat, eggs, and dairy. 

Application of new and existing technologies across the agricultural value chain can significantly increase 

the efficiency of water use. Technology can facilitate productivity gains that will help offset increasing 

populations and shifting diets by factoring local conditions and preparing for future challenges posed by climate 

change. 

More than 40 percent of the global food supply is grown on irrigated cropland, so highly efficient irrigation 

is critical to growing more food using less water. Drip and micro-irrigation technologies are important tools in 

many water-scarce regions.  Advanced by 2012 World Food Prize Laureate Dr. Daniel Hillel, such technologies 

dramatically reduce the amount of water needed to plant crops, maintain crop health, and increase yields. 

Irrigation technologies can be supercharged by adding revolutionary information technology tools, such as 

soil moisture monitors that regulate water use, improved weather forecasts and models, and networked water 

gauges in rivers and reservoirs. IBM research shows that combining soil moisture measurement with irrigation 

control can reduce water use and nutrient runoff by 50 percent – efficiencies that also reduce energy use and 

protect the environment. 

Through information technology and analytics, we are better able to predict water shortages and surpluses. 

Detailed maps of river systems and surrounding topography and hyper-local weather predictions can be 
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leveraged to provide specific flood warnings up to four days in advance. Better information allows producers to 

make better decisions about their water use, such as delaying irrigation when significant rain is expected. 

Challenges remain in how to extend these benefits to smallholder farmers.  There is a critical need for 

appropriate technology adoption via improved extension for smallholder farmers. Education about on-farm best 

practices can also return significant water savings. In Asia, rice production accounts for half of all water used 

for irrigated agriculture. The International Rice Research Institute promotes alternate wetting and drying 

lowland rice paddies to reduce water use by 15 to 25 percent or more. 

In Africa, where 75 percent of the world’s most severe droughts over the past 10 years occurred, maize is 

the primary food source for more than 300 million people. A public-private partnership called Water Efficient 

Maize for Africa (WEMA) is using advanced breeding techniques and biotechnology to develop drought-

tolerant maize that mitigates drought’s effects on small-scale farmers and their families.  The research, 

development, and commercialization of drought tolerant crops will become increasingly important as a strategy 

to support farm productivity in many drought-affected regions of the world. 

Although the challenges posed by changing populations, diets, and climates are significant, so is our 

capacity for innovation. Technology can raise worldwide productivity to alleviate the overall impact of 

unpredictable global weather patterns.  Combined with effective information tailored to local agro-ecological 

conditions, and more effective extension, farmers around the world can begin to see improved productivity in 

the face of climate change. 

 

The Global Harvest Initiative (GHI) is a private-sector voice for productivity growth throughout the 

agricultural value chain to sustainably meet the demands of a growing world. GHI believes the right policies 

can improve global food and nutrition security by accelerating agricultural productivity gains while conserving 

natural resources. Every year GHI releases its signature GAP Report®, an annual benchmark of the global 

rate of agricultural productivity. Established in 2009, GHI’s growing membership includes Accenture, DuPont, 

Elanco, IBM, John Deere, and Monsanto. Visit us at http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org, Twitter 

@Harvest2050, http://www.twitter.com/harvest2050, and Facebook, 

http://www.facebook.com/GlobalHarvestInitiative. 

 

 

NIFA’s approach to tackling climate change 

Contributed by Hiram Larew 

 

One of the most pressing issues faced by plant and animal 

producers is to adapt to the ever-changing conditions and impacts of 

global and climate change on their crops or animals. Another critical 

issue is the need for scientific information that producers can use to 

plan and make decisions to ensure economic viability. NIFA-

supported global change and climate projects are addressing these 

issues through research, extension, and education activities. 

Historical plant and animal production levels point toward some impact from climate or environmental 

change. Producers must determine how to use global change and climate-related information to remain 

http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/
http://www.twitter.com/harvest2050
http://www.facebook.com/GlobalHarvestInitiative
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profitable and conserve resources. Related decisions involve species type; cultivar or breed; planting or 

breeding time; tillage, feeds and fertilization; pesticide or vitamin application; irrigation; harvests; storage; and 

marketing. All these factors must adapt in one form or another or be chosen with respect to changes in the 

environment brought about by global change and climate parameters. Scientific information on global change 

and climate and their impacts on soils, water, and air; plant and animal biology; and the general environment 

will produce robust simulation models to provide guidance on the relative benefits and outcomes associated 

with agronomic decisions.  

Current NIFA-funded weather and climate projects focus on determining the effects of global change and 

climate on land-based systems and the global carbon cycle and on identifying agricultural and forestry activities 

that can help reduce greenhouse gas concentrations. Research can help identify, describe, and quantify 

processes involved in the cycling of organic and inorganic carbon in soil.  

Global change extension programs focus on technologies and practices to reduce carbon in the atmosphere 

and risk management practices to anticipate natural and human impacts on agricultural ecosystem dynamics. 

Education and extension activities provide robust scientific information for learning and decision support 

systems for citizens and public officials to evaluate the environmental and socioeconomic impacts of policy 

options for sustainable resource management. 

For example NIFA supports research to determine the influence of irrigation practices and water 

management on carbon storage in land-based systems. Irrigation schedules and best practices are then 

communicated to stakeholders for implementation. Contributions from NIFA research programs include new 

tools to accurately measure greenhouse gases; methods for measuring and estimating carbon in ecosystems at 

different scales; and effective ways to sustain productivity in a changing environment. Methods of reducing 

carbon dioxide or methane emissions are then taught to industry professionals and education specialists to 

achieve national goals for greenhouse gas reductions.  

For a holistic approach to global change and climate issues, activities should be integrated, involving 

research, education and extension. This brings together the natural sciences, engineering, mathematics, 

business, social and political sciences, economics, and education to achieve a system science view of 

agricultural and forestry production and sustainability. This approach seeks to provide reliable information for 

regional and national decision makers. 

 

(Adapted from NIFA website)  
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2012-2013 AIARD OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

 

Charles (Chuck) Chopak, the 2012-2013 AIARD President, is DAI’s Managing Director for Africa where he 

leads new business, technical, and project management activities. Dr. Chopak has 30 years of experience 

managing, planning, and implementing food security and livelihoods activities throughout the world, including 

many countries in Africa, as well as Afghanistan, Central America, and Haiti. Throughout his career he has 

worked extensively with donor organizations, academic institutions, host country governments, United Nations 

agencies, and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), implementing successful strategies to promote 

humanitarian response and agricultural development. Before joining DAI, Dr. Chopak served as Chief of Party 

for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS 

NET), collaborating with international, regional, and national partners to provide timely and rigorous early 

warning and vulnerability information on emerging and evolving food security problems. During his sixteen 

years with FEWS NET, Dr. Chopak liaised directly with USAID and key partners, including the U.S. 

Geological Survey (USGS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration (NASA), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), World Food Programme (WFP), 

and UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Dr. Chopak holds a doctorate in agricultural economics 

from Michigan State University and is fluent in French and Wolof. 

 

Mike McGirr, the 2012-2013 President-Elect, is a National Program Leader in the Center for International 

Programs at USDA’s National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).  He is responsible for developing and 

managing foreign and domestic projects in collaboration with U.S. universities.  From 1990 to 1996, Mr. 

McGirr managed the agency’s Polish/American Extension Project, then went on to develop initiatives in the 

former Soviet Republics, Central America, Africa and, most recently, managed the Iraq Agricultural Extension 

Revitalization project.  Currently, he oversees an agricultural extension project in Afghanistan implemented by 

a consortium of land-grant universities. In 2003, he launched the National Initiative to Internationalize 

Extension – an effort aimed at strengthening the global dimension of state and local extension programs here in 

the U.S. He has served on the boards of non-profit organizations, including Friends of Sierra Leone, Canadian 

Physicians for Aid and Relief, and Village Link. Mr. McGirr began his career in international development as a 

Peace Corps volunteer in Sierra Leone.  He received his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan and 

a Master’s in International Public Policy from Johns Hopkins University’s School for Advanced International 

Studies.   

 

Deanna Behring, the 2012-2013 Vice President, is responsible for leading and coordinating the Penn State 

College of Agricultural Sciences’ growing portfolio of international research and educational programs. She 

joined the college in 2000 after more than a decade of experience in Washington, D.C., including an 

appointment to the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy under the Clinton administration as 

the assistant director for international affairs. She has also worked for the Central Intelligence Agency and the 

Department of Commerce, as well as on projects for the U.S. Trade Representative and the U.S. Agency for 

International Development. Ms. Behring received her master’s degree in international economic development 
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from Ohio University, her bachelor of arts in economics from Albion College in Michigan, and speaks Chinese 

and French. She is currently working on her PhD dissertation on communication in global virtual teams. 

 

Amanda Crump, the Secretary and Treasurer, is the Associate Director at the Horticulture Collaborative 

Research Support Program at the University of California, Davis where she leads the program's efforts in 

gender equity and program evaluation.  Her research interests include the development of novel curricula for 

women farmers and understanding constraints and opportunities for extension education in developing 

countries.  Amanda has undergraduate and graduate degrees in agricultural education and plant pathology and 

has been an extension educator and university instructor.  She developed an interest in international 

development while working for the Red Cross in Germany in 1999. 

 

William H. Meyers, an AIARD Director, is the Director of International Agriculture Programs and Howard 

Cowden Professor of Agricultural and Applied Economics at the University of Missouri (MU). Prior to coming 

to MU, Dr. Meyers was a Professor of Economics at Iowa State University, where he lived and worked most of 

the time since 1979.  During a leave 1999-2002, he also served as Director of the Agriculture and Economic 

Development Division of the Food and Agricultural Organization. Over the course of his career, Dr. Meyers has 

engaged in many major policy evaluation and decision-making support activities in the US, Europe, Asia, and 

Africa with funding from USAID, EU, FAO, World Bank and Asian Development Bank and received the 

AAEA’s Distinguished Policy Contribution Award as well as the Quality of Communication Award. He was 

also a co-founder of Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute, a leading university-based policy analysis 

group in the US. William H. Meyers holds a PhD in agricultural economics from the University of Minnesota 

and an MS from University of the Philippines. 

 

Richard Rortvedt, an AIARD Director, moved to Washington in 1975 to research agriculture in the Americas 

for USDA Economic Research Service, then became international fertilizer economist at ERS. In 1981, he 

joined the Office of International Cooperation and Development and helped mobilize USDA involvement in the 

Caribbean Basin Initiative and Cancun Presidential Agricultural Task Forces. Following over a decade of global 

responsibilities (including China and the Soviet Union) as Division Director for Scientific and Technical 

Cooperation, Senior Staff Officer and Trade and Investment Program Leader with the Food Industries Division, 

he was detailed for four years to the Inter-American Development Bank as USDA Liaison. In 1999 he was 

elected as representative of Western Hemisphere agricultural Ministers to the Tropical Agricultural Research 

and Higher Education Center (CATIE) in Costa Rica where he served as Chairman of CATIE’s Board of 

Directors. He retired in 2005 from USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service as Special Assistant to the Deputy 

Administrator for International Cooperation and Development. He currently serves as CATIE’s Representative 

in Washington, DC.  

 

Susan Schram, Washington DC-Secretariat, currently serves in the President’s Office at ACDI/VOCA as 

Vice President for Outreach and Cooperative Programs.  She works in the areas of Congressional affairs; 

cooperative development; partnership building with universities, research institutes and private sector 

companies; and on Board-related matters with ACDI/VOCA’s President. She left her position in Extension 

Administration at Michigan State University in 1980 to move to Washington, DC, to work for the Assistant 

Secretary of Science and Education at USDA. Dr. Schram later worked as a consultant for LBS International, 
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Inc.; for the University of Maryland’s Vice Chancellor for Agriculture and Natural Resources while completing 

her Ph.D.; served as Assistant Director of Federal Relations for International Affairs at the National Association 

of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges; directed the Food and Agriculture Program for Columbia 

University’s Consortium for International Earth Science Information Network (CIESIN) and served as its 

Deputy Director of Washington Operations; and was founding Executive Director of the Partnership to Cut 

Hunger and Poverty in Africa just prior to joining ACDI/VOCA. She was appointed in 2010 to the Board of 

Trustees of The International Center for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA)  -- a research center in 

the CGIAR system; Chairs the U.S. NGO Support Group for the Replenishment of IFAD; and co-chairs both 

the Policy and Advocacy Committee of the Overseas Cooperative Development Council and the Coalition for 

Agricultural Development. She holds BS and MA degrees from Michigan State University and a Ph.D. from the 

University of Maryland. 

 

Richard Tracy, an AIARD Director, is the Director of International Programs for the Global Cold Chain 

Alliance. Mr. Tracy is an international development expert with over 25 years of domestic and international 

experience. Exceptionally skilled in business development services delivery, agribusiness development and 

micro lending, Mr. Tracy has worked in China, Togo, Zambia, South Africa, India, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Armenia, Georgia, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and Russia.  In his capacity as the 

Director for International Programs for the Global Cold Chain Alliance, Mr. Tracy has worked to promote 

investment in the cold chain by facilitating networking opportunities, introducing potential partners both face to 

face and virtually, and by developing online tools for industry networking and business to business linkages.  In 

addition, Mr. Tracy has been instrumental in conducting cold chain assessments in Pakistan, Uzbekistan and 

Zambia.  In the case of Pakistan, the assessment has led to the development of a business strategy, which is 

currently seeking funding for a $400 million investment.  As a member of the AIARD executive committee 

since 2010, Mr. Tracy has focused on membership development and on supporting the annual conference.  

 

Dr. Handy Williamson, Jr., an AIARD Director, is Vice Provost for International Programs at the University 

of Missouri (MU) in Columbia, Missouri and holds tenure as a professor on the agricultural economics faculty 

at MU. In this role he oversees MU’s international activities on campus, in the U.S. and around the world. Dr. 

Williamson served the President of the Association of International Agricultural & Rural Development 

(AIARD) in 2010-2011. He serves on boards of the National Consortium for Continuous Improvement, the 

Association of International Education Administrators, Higher Education for Development and the Edgar Snow 

Memorial Foundation at Peking University. In addition, he serves on the Executive Committee of the National 

Association of Public Land Grant University’s (A.P.L.U.) Commission on International Programs and is a 

longstanding member of the Collaborative Research Support Program (Peanut CRSP) external advisory board. 

He is a Fellow of the American Council on Education and a Fellow of the Harvard University Institute for 

Education Management. He continues to serve on university program study teams and as a consultant on 

projects and review teams in Africa, the Caribbean, the Far East, Europe and the United States. He has travelled 

and consulted extensively around the world. 
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AIARD COMMITTEE UPDATES 

 

The work of AIARD is carried out by five committees, including: 

 

 Education and Advocacy Committee  

 Awards Committee  

 Communications Committee  

 Finance Committee  

 Membership Committee  

 

The committees are the lifeblood of our organization. Each AIARD member is highly 

encouraged to join one or more of the committees. To learn more about AIARD 

Committees, visit http://aiard.org/about/committees.htm. If you are interested in serving 

on one or more of the AIARD Committees, we encourage you to contact the respective 

chair/co-chair. 

 

Awards Committee: 

Nomination of 2013 Awards are currently open. Please contact Albert Ayeni (ayeni@aesop.rutgers.edu) about your 

nominations. 

 

Communication Committee: 

Thanks everyone who contributed to this issue!  Due to the space limitation, we can’t publish every article that we received but 

we really appreciate the chance to know your thoughts and interesting projects. We are planning to have a section dedicated to 

feature our member’s projects in future issues, so please feel free to contact Yuanjie at yuanjiesu@gmail.com to secure 

your spaces. 

 

Membership Committee: 

AIARD membership has remained stable over the past year as many of you have provided us with your dues payments.  

We appreciate your loyalty to AIARD and its objectives. In this era of great fiscal uncertainty it is important that we work 

together to encourage our government to continue to make the necessary investments to reduce hunger across the globe, 

and to promote grass roots development.  AIARD has been an important contributor to the definition of development 

priorities as well as an important reminder to the U.S. Congress of the importance of this agenda. AIARD represents an 

interdisciplinary coalition of agricultural and rural development experts. We hope to continue to maintain this 

heterogeneity of membership with good representation from the private sector, university and NGO communities.  

 

In this regard, we hope that each of us might be able to convince one of our colleagues to join AIARD, thereby 

maintaining our diverse membership base, but also increasing our numbers. We have a very interesting program on 

climate change and its impacts on agricultural production coming up at the AIARD Annual Conference June 2-4 in 

Washington, DC.  This is "spot on" regarding future development priorities and how they might be defined in terms of 

programs and outputs. Why not share the proposed program agenda prepared by Mike McGirr, President Elect, with one 

of your colleagues and invite that person to join you for the annual meeting the first weekend in June? 

 

We hope to see you there! 

 

Dave Hansen & Eloise Carter 

Don’t Forget  
 

 
 

Pay Your AIARD 
Membership Dues!!!  

 
 http://www.aiard.org/
who/application.htm 

http://aiard.org/about/committees.htm
mailto:ayeni@aesop.rutgers.edu
mailto:yuanjiesu@gmail.com
http://www.aiard.org/who/application.htm
http://www.aiard.org/who/application.htm
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Education and Advocacy Committee 

This promises to be a long and contentious appropriations season. The President’s full budget, which is usually released 

much earlier, was released on April 10 and, meanwhile, FY2014 appropriations activities have been underway on Capitol 

Hill.  D.C-based global food security advocates have begun rounds of meetings in the House and Senate, advocating in 

cooperation with other like-minded groups in support of programs critical to global agriculture and rural development.  

 

We have already seen proposals for radical cuts, close votes, and tense debates over the budget resolutions, which set 

ceiling amounts for the various accounts. After much debate, the Senate budget resolution (passing by a razor thin 50-49 

margin) provided a 9.6% increase over last year’s levels to the International Affairs Budget. In contrast, the House budget 

cut these same programs by 7%, a significant and concerning difference.  

 

At the same time Congress was debating the FY2014 budget, they finished work on a full-year FY 2013 Continuing 

Resolution (CR) that will keep the government running until the end of September. Due to sequestration, the CR includes 

a 5% cut from last year’s level for the International Affairs Budget. The total impact of these cuts on agricultural 

development programs overall is still uncertain.  

 

An Obama administration plan to change the way the United States distributes its international food aid has touched off an 

intense debate. The President’s 2014 budget proposal for food aid reform calls for increased “flexibility and efficiency” in 

food aid programs and one of the Administration’s most controversial ideas within that proposal is to end the process of 

Title II monetization, the sale of U.S. food abroad for cash. The proposal would shift funds previously requested in Title II 

to three other accounts, including the transfer of $1.1 billion to International Disaster Assistance (IDA). Nearly half of the 

total $1.4 billion in this account could be used for cash purchase of local bulk food in countries in need, or distribute 

individual vouchers for local purchases. The two USDA food aid-based programs—Food for Progress and McGovern-

Dole Food for Education—have been left intact. 

 

There are intense opinions on many aspects of this issue, but many agricultural development professionals are concerned 

that dismantling the reliable and Congressionally-authorized Food for Peace program is something that could result in a 

considerable loss of resources available to help hungry people. It is hoped that any changes made by Congress will reflect 

careful consideration of what the programs are intended to achieve, be considered by experienced professionals, and 

maintain effective elements, while proposing any needed improvements.  Resources available through these programs are 

all the more important because the current Administration’s Feed the Future program has never been officially authorized 

by Congress, despite much effort by the advocacy community. 

 

We will soon be releasing the annual letter to Congress of the Coalition for Agricultural Development (CFAD) which 

many of your institutions sign every year.  We will be looking for your help in securing these signatures again this year! 

 

Sue Schram 

Chair, Education and Advocacy Committee 
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UPDATES FROM OUR PARTNERS & MEMBERS  

 

Home Gardens – a Viable Post-Conflict Food Security and Livelihood Strategy 

By D. Hashini Galhena Dissanayake, Ph.D. 

Department of Plant, Soil, and Microbial Sciences, Michigan State University 

 

      Addressing basic needs of food, water, and shelter is still a daunting challenge in developing countries and 

more so in those that are emerging from conflict or disasters where production systems and infrastructure are 

badly deteriorated or completely destroyed. The South Asia Partnership (SAP) Initiative of the College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources at Michigan State University (MSU) was launched prioritizing three 

countries in South Asia. The key objectives of the initiative is to enhance agricultural and livestock productivity 

with momentous consideration for socioeconomic issues and natural resource management.  

      One target country in the SAP initiative, Sri Lanka suffered a prolonged and agonizing civil war that 

impacted millions of people and handicapped the local infrastructure for nearly 30 years. Although the 

undesirable consequences of the conflict were felt throughout the country, the negative effects were particularly 

intense for the Northern and Eastern regions. In addition to the loss of lives and injuries, the three decades of 

conflict led to the dislocation of thousands of families. Especially in the Northern parts of the country, where 

most people’s income is centered on farming activities, people’s livelihoods were frequently obstructed due to 

abandonment and multiple-displacement. Since the war ended in 2009, the country is undergoing an arduous 

reconciliation and rebuilding process which entails multiple facets. The issue of food and nutritional security is 

of precedence with the hunger and malnutrition situation in the region being the worst in the country.  

      Small subsistence agricultural production units referred to as home gardens are located in the proximity of 

the household and typically contain plants and animals maintained for household use. The practice of home 

gardening has been a part of the Sri Lankan society for centuries, however, except for several biodiversity and 

conservation studies there has not been much scholarly enthusiasm toward the impacts of home gardens on food 

security and livelihoods. Numerous accounts from the world over emphasize the positive contributions of home 

gardening for marginalized families as a pro-poor strategy in situations where resource limitations exist.  

      Over the recent years, as part of the post-conflict rebuilding strategy and the mitigation of rising cost of 

living, the government of Sri Lanka is assisting resettled families to start a home garden to enable them to 

produce and diversify their food and as a cottage industry. The government’s ambition is to widely promote this 

program targeting disadvantaged families including resource poor and women-headed households to reach a 

million new home gardens throughout the country within the coming years. As a preliminary step, in 2010, 

MSU in collaboration with University of Jaffna (UoJ) in Sri Lanka conducted a research project to determine 

potential benefits of home gardening to post-conflict societies. The study included more than 160 home gardens 

across the Northern region. The findings confirm that home gardens can indeed add to the quantity and quality 

of food available to households and can serve as a quick and low-cost intervention to address food insecurity 

and malnutrition in post-conflict situations. Furthermore, home gardening enabled families to save on food costs 

and generate income by marketing part of the fresh food from their gardens. For some families, home gardening 

constituted the primary source of livelihood as employment opportunities were sparse. In fact, the evaluation of 

gross value of home gardening revealed that on average with less than half an acre of land the production of 
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vegetables, fruits, and palm nuts alone can yield close to US $300 per season, which is more than the average 

household income for the region for the entire year.     

 

Innovation for Food Security 

By Edward J. Silva, 

Program Coordinator, UC Davis Sustainable AgTech Innovation Center 

 

I think we need to innovate the way we think about innovation. In my new position with the recently opened 

Sustainable AgTech Innovation Center within the Child Family Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship, 

all of which is a part of the University of California, Davis Graduate School of Management, the term 

innovation has brought some key conversations that I am sure occur in hundreds of languages, over thousands 

of cups of coffee, and millions of strands of email around the world. Even more importantly, it has brought up 

the question about what it means to innovate in agriculture. Of course this is important because innovating in 

agriculture can have strong implications for food security, livelihood building, climate change, and even 

political unrest.  

However, growing up in a millennial generation where the term “innovation” seems to be most commonly 

linked with products whose names often start with an “i”, I cannot help but think about how such innovations 

can help solve larger issues, such as in agriculture and food security. Through a lot of personal research and 

talking with my peers at UC Davis, I have come to realize that innovation in agriculture, much as it is in high-

tech, is not necessarily the development of a new product or technology, but rather true innovation lies in the 

processes that makes the systems we use function to their true intentions of better serving people, and the 

surroundings that make us thrive. It is in this “process-based” approach to innovation that is beginning to bring 

value to multi-disciplinary teams of people who can think through a process, connect to others working in this 

space, cross pollinate ideas, and then innovate from there.  

The new Sustainable AgTech Innovation Center hopes to do just that here at the University of California, 

Davis. By becoming a center that can bring together mentors and experts from throughout campus, ambitious 

students who care about these issues, outside community members affected and invested in these topics, and 

then churn out the resources to connect all these parties, with the goal to help spur agricultural solutions to 

potentially answers some of agriculture’s larger challenges, is an innovation to the process of innovation we 

hope to develop and maintain. And in this process, we hope to learn of starting and current efforts to help 

induce agricultural innovation, so that we may continue to innovate and connect with efforts to deter food 

insecurity and unreached potential in agriculture. So please innovate how you innovate, and let us connect on 

how we can do this together. 

 

The author can be reached at ejsilva@ucdavis.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ejsilva@ucdavis.edu
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FUTURE LEADERS’ UPDATES 

 

Samantha Alvis, Texas A&M, 2012 FLF. 

Successfully completed her preliminary examinations and is now a Ph.D. candidate in the department of 

agricultural leadership, education, and communications at Texas A&M University. She anticipates graduating 

in August 2013.  

 

Zach Bagley, University of California-Davis, 2012 FLF 

Taught Agribusiness to 43 up and coming Japanese agricultural students through the Japanese Agricultural 

Training Program in the summer of 2012. He was also named a Business Development Fellow through the UC 

Davis Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship. Zach anticipates his graduation in the summer of 2013 

with a certificate in Business Development and an MS in International Agricultural Development.  

 

Kateryna Goychuk, University of Missouri-Columbia, 2012 FLF. 

Received a scholarship to attend Summer Institute on Global Food Security at Purdue University in July 2012. 

She also received a travel grant to present a paper at the International Agricultural Trade Research Consortium 

in San Diego, CA. 

 

Brian Pace, The Ohio State University, 2012 FLF 

In 2012 completed Master of Science in Agriculture at The Ohio State University. He also conducted his 

second field season in Chiapas, Mexico for his PhD. project on maize landraces adaptation to climate change 

(also through OSU), with support from a Tinker Foundation Field Research Grant and the OSU Center for 

Latin American Studies. Finally, Brian was awarded a $20,000 International Associateship from the Ohio 

Agricultural Research and Development Center for FY 2013. 

 

Ariel Rivers, Pennsylvania State University, 2012 FLF. 

Received the U.S. Borlaug Fellowship in Global Food Security to conduct research on arthropod predators in a 

corn and wheat conservation agriculture system at CIMMYT (May - November 2013). Also received a 

Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education grant to perform similar work in an organic corn-

soybean-wheat rotation in Pennsylvania. Both grants will help to paint a broad picture of the effect of low input 

agricultural practices on insect communities. Research will help to drive recommendations in organic and 

subsistence agricultural systems.  

Yongjian Qiu, Duke University, 2011 FLF 

Got his Ph.D. degree from the Department of Horticulture at Washington State University in Sept. 2011, and 

joined Duke University as a postdoctoral research associate. 
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SPECIAL INTERVEIW SERIES  

 

Interview with Dr. Handy Williamson, Past AIARD President [2011-2012] 

By Kateryna Goychuk 

Ph.D. Candidate, University of Missouri-Columbia 

 

Recently I talked to Dr. Handy Williamson, the president of AIARD in 2011-12, about his experiences with the 

organization. I also took an opportunity to ask him for his advice on the skills and experiences the new 

generation of professionals needs in order to become successful in the field of international development.  

 

Q: In your opinion, what makes AIARD a unique organization?  

A: This organization is very special in that it brings together professionals from all walks of life as it relates 

to professional engagement – from industry, government, universities, non-government organizations, and all 

others in between. Also, the membership can come from any country in the world. It creates sort of an oasis that 

is very unique. We meet in Washington, D.C. on an annual basis and make efforts to ensure participation of 

colleagues in federal government agencies and other organizations that are concentrated in the Capitol region. 

 

 Q: What would be your favorite part about the organization?  

A: I am very proud that the organization established the Future Leaders Program. It brings young people to 

the organization and allows them to interact with the practitioners of all ages and of all backgrounds. It allows 

them to take a good look at the issues that we face and to hear the conversations framed by leaders, from 

government, universities, the private sector and non-governmental organizations.  It gives them a chance to 

observe their future pathway, imagine possibilities of what they can do with their training and with their lives. 

This program also provides an excellent opportunity for the future leaders to network with those individuals and 

to choose mentors who might serve as propellers for them down the road and help them navigate their future 

pathway.  

 

Q: Would you like to share your successes as a president and a president-elect?  

A: I have never thought of my experiences in terms of successes, but there are some things that I am 

particularly pleased about. One is that we were able to focus our annual meeting on capacity building in 

agricultural research, extension and education as well as in the NGO community in relation to food production 

and poverty reduction in Africa. It was difficult to do because, I believe, there was a certain mindset on what we 

should do as an organization. So it took some persistence to make sure that the topic for the meeting was chosen 

and that we got good speakers to address that.  

We also began to think more about what we were discussing on our programs from the standpoint of being 

useful to policymakers, our membership and technical assistance organizations. That is one vision that was put 

forward during my term in office, and I hope it will stay within AIARD. I think we can contribute significantly 

to policy dialogue and policy making as a professional membership organization. I also think after the meeting 

this summer, after we will have taken on a challenge of addressing climate change in many dimensions, AIARD 

would be looked from an outside as a meaningful organization that has intellectual and reasoned input to 
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contribute to policy formulation. We, as organization, can foster an objective conversation that is not preempted 

by predisposition to support one position over the other and that is not mired in the politics of those people who 

ignore the reality of the climate change. 

The focus on Africa in terms of capacity building was also great. Within a week after the AIARD meeting in 

2011, the big and timely “Feed the Future” forum was held in DC, where issues discussed echoed what we had 

discussed earlier.  So I felt quite good that we had already addressed these issues of feeding the growing world 

population and increasing capacity building for that purpose 

The other thing that I am pleased about is that I called some people and asked them to rejoin the 

organization and become active members, and they did. I wanted the universities to become more involved 

again. It was symbolic that Dr. Sammy Comer, prominent international development expert from Tennessee 

State University, received a distinguished service award from AIARD. The following year Dr. Ikbal 

Chowdhury from Lincoln University received an award. It is impossible to tell how such a symbolic gesture is 

going to impact the propensity of people from the academic community to rejoin and become active again. I 

still think that was important.  

Finally, I am also happy that we survived a year of my leadership (smiles).  

 

Q: What set of skills and experiences do we, the new generation of practitioners, need to obtain in order 

to succeed in the field of international development?  

A: I think one of the advantages that you have is the access to all the technologies and analytical tools that 

are available, that enables you to explore all kinds of approaches to analyses for decision making. You should 

develop the skill of having a broad, yet focused approach to problem solving. Learn the tools of the trade. 

I would also suggest acquiring the propensity for networking with people from every region of the world. It 

has been enlightening to learn that people are in many ways the same, no matter where they come from. They 

all have the similar aspirations - in a lifetime to rise up above their beginnings and to make contributions to 

mankind. So I think with the realization of that you might be able to work with more people and understand 

better the situations you are confronted with. You need to look at the world without preconceptions in order to 

better understand it. Keep an open mind. 

Being able to connect the dots is also very important. When you study many things in your discipline or 

outside of it, you might just enjoy studying and collecting the new knowledge, but at some point you come back 

to ground zero and see things in a connected way. When you apply this vision to the world, you get to see it in a 

much clearer way. That makes a big difference.  

There is one more thing I want to mention to you - don’t let your imagination die in you as you grow more 

mature. Never let the world destroy the child within you, that creative or playful side of yourself, because from 

that dimension also comes ideas, solutions and answers.   

And remember that despite the training and advice we get or courses we take, I believe, we all have our own 

path. Somehow we need to let it play out, and not override it with our idea of what is to be next. It is kind of 

like dancing with life. As long as the opportunities are there, the pathway is there.  

 

Committee Chair’s comments: Starting from this issue, we would like to feature our senior AIARD members, to share 

their wisdoms and inspire young generations. The series of interview were conducted by our future leaders. Please enjoy 

our first of this series and please contact Yuanjie (yuanjiesu@gmail.com) if you have any suggestions or would like to 

conduct/arrange an interview.  



 
 

2013 Spring 

AIARD Newsletter     

                                                  P a g e  | 22 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Annual conference registration 

Amanda Crump, AIARD Secretary and Treasurer 

 

We hope that you will join us for the 2013 AIARD Annual Conference from June 2 to 4 at the Embassy Suites 

DC Convention Center.  President-Elect Mike McGirr and the executive committee are busy putting the 

finishing touches on the program. 

 

This year, we will be talking about “Feeding the Future in a Changing Climate”.  Speakers will explore the 

latest scientific evidence surrounding climate change and its potential impact on agricultural systems, talk about 

innovative approaches to mitigate and adapt to these changes, and discuss what our role should be in educating 

the public and influencing policymakers.  The meeting begins on Sunday evening with a welcome reception 

followed by two days of meeting sessions, keynote speakers, and our annual awards dinner on Monday night.  

 

Registration is online this year at http://aiardregistration.weebly.com.  At the registration website, you will find 

more information about the conference and awards nominations.  In upcoming weeks, we will add information 

about the speakers.     

 

We will be able to accept both registrations and payments online to make it more convenient for you.  Just click 

on “Registration Form” (http://aiardregistration.weebly.com/registration-form.html) and follow the instructions.  

As always, we are happy to accept checks for registration.  If you have any questions, send an email to 

acrump@ucdavis.edu.  For accounting purposes, please register by May 20. 

 

For those of you who will be traveling to Washington, DC, we have secured a special room rate at the Embassy 

Suites for $249 single and $274 double.  We are obligated to fill 20 rooms so please book a room before May 

9th.  Mention that you are with AIARD. The number for reservations 202-739-2001.  We will post an online 

link for hotel when we have it at http://aiardregistration.weebly.com/hotel-information.html. 

 

See you soon!  Also, while you are in town for our meeting, please think about attending the MEAS meeting - 

The Role of Extension and Advisory Services (EAS) in Improving Livelihoods and Food Security: Evidence 

from the Field.  Book your rooms online by using the link below: 

http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/W/WASCCES-AIA-20130601/index.jhtml. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://aiardregistration.weebly.com/
http://aiardregistration.weebly.com/registration-form.html
http://aiardregistration.weebly.com/hotel-information.html
http://embassysuites.hilton.com/en/es/groups/personalized/W/WASCCES-AIA-20130601/index.jhtml
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Application for Future Leaders Forum  

 

Dear AIARD Colleagues: 

 

We are extremely fortunate in this tight budget year to once again have the support of USAID, which enables us 

to offer the 2013 Future Leaders Forum! This year's application is online 

at http://aiardregistration.weebly.com/future-leaders-forum-application.html  

 

The Association for International Agriculture and Rural Development (AIARD) administers a competitive 

scholarship program to provide partial financial support to students attending both: 1) the AIARD Annual 

Conference (June 2-4); and 2) the annual Future Leaders Forum in Washington, D.C. Scholarships are awarded 

on a competitive basis to students who have a demonstrated interest in international agriculture and rural 

development issues and their solutions. These scholarships are intended to enhance the students' understanding 

and appreciation of issues and opportunities in international agriculture and rural development. Please see the 

2012 Annual Conference Program for prior program activities and additional information 

(http://www.aiard.org/meetings/2012annual/program.htm).  

 

The objectives of the scholarship program are to:  

· Facilitate student attendance and participation in the AIARD Annual Conference June 2-4 in Washington, 

DC.;  

· Broaden student vision and help build a broad array of social/cultural, economic and scientific skills required 

to become an effective 21st century professional in international agriculture and rural development; and  

· Facilitate career visioning and networking by providing opportunities for students to meet with influential 

individuals in universities, non-governmental organizations (NGO's), Congress, governmental 

agencies, international consulting firms, international financial institutions and multi-national corporations 

active in international agriculture and rural development initiatives.  

 

AIARD will provide a select number of scholarships in 2013 to partially fund students' participation in the 

AIARD Annual Conference and in the Future Leaders Forum which includes participation in a day and a half of 

visits to agencies, companies and organizations (e.g. USAID, USDA-FAS & NIFA, World Bank, Peace Corps, 

UN/FAO, Chemonics, DAI, ACDI VOCA, Millennium Challenge Corporation) engaged in international 

agriculture and rural development.  

 

Applications for scholarships are evaluated by an AIARD committee. As noted above, scholarships are intended 

to only partially cover expenses related to travel, lodging, registration fees and meals, and students receiving the 

scholarships will be responsible for obtaining additional funding to cover the costs of travel to and participation 

in the Future Leaders Forum. This program is open to US citizens and also foreign nationals who are interested 

in agricultural development positions in developing countries that may be affiliated with US organizations. 

 

http://aiardregistration.weebly.com/future-leaders-forum-application.html
http://www.aiard.org/meetings/2012annual/program.htm
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THE DEADLINE FOR RECEIVING APPLICATIONS IS APRIL 28, 2013 at midnight. Scholarship recipients 

will be notified by May 10, 2013. Please share this information to interested students soonest! 

 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES  

 

Water Sustainability and Climate 

The goal of the Water Sustainability and Climate (WSC) solicitation is to understand and predict the 

interactions between the water system and climate change, land use (including agriculture, managed forest and 

rangeland systems), the built environment, and ecosystem function and services through place-based research 

and integrative models. Studies of the water system using models and/or observations at specific sites singly or 

in combination that allow for spatial and temporal extrapolation to other regions, as well as integration across 

the different processes in that system are encouraged, especially to the extent that they advance the development 

of theoretical frameworks and predictive understanding. NSF has the authority to fund international projects and 

has done so under earlier rounds 

Due date: September 10
th

 2013 

More Information please check http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/watersustainabilityandclimate.cfm  

(Contributed by Mary Ann Rozum, NIFA National Program Leader at Division of Environmental Systems, 

AIARD member, she can be reached at MROZUM@nifa.usda.gov) 

 

  

http://www.nifa.usda.gov/fo/watersustainabilityandclimate.cfm
mailto:MROZUM@nifa.usda.gov
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SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR CORPORATE & SILVER SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

 

 

AIARD would like to extend our deepest appreciation to our corporate members and silver & bronze sustaining 

members!   

 

Corporate and Public Sector Members 

 

ACDI/VOCA  

http://www.acdivoca.org/ 

 

Bio Huma Netics, Inc. 

http://www.biohumanetics.com/ 

 

Chemonics International, Inc.  

http://www.chemonics.com/ 

 

DAI  

http://dai.com/ 

 

Global Harvest Initiative  

http://www.globalharvestinitiative.org/  

 

Winrock international 

http://winrock.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Silver Sustaining Member 

 

Bill Guyton 

World Cocoa Foundation, Washington, D.C 

Bill.guyton@worldcocoa.org 

 

Susan G. Schram 

ACDI/VOCA, Washington, D.C 

sschram@acdivoca.org  

 

Jim Scott,  

University of Missouri, Columbia, MO 

scottj@missouri.edu 

 

Vicki Walker 

Winrock International, Arlington, VA 

vwalker@winrock.org 
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